[Multiple sclerosis in northwestern Switzerland].
From 1980 to 1987 an epidemiologic survey was conducted in northwestern Switzerland (population 523,000) with the aim of registering as many MS cases as possible. The prevalence for the entire region was 142 per 100,000, with a maximum of 164/100,000 in the city of Basle. Extrapolation suggests there are more than 8000 MS patients living in Switzerland. Other interesting results were: a sex-ratio of 2.2 females:1 male. The mean age at clinical onset was 31.6 years. The mean survival was 30.6 years. Prevalence has grown in recent decades, mainly due to longer survival and to changes in age structure. The incidence presumably remained unchanged.